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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented 
and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hodac, et al (5,775,725) in view of Enders (5,700,029). 

Hodac teaches a gas bag module comprising several detent hooks 3 by which 
can be fastened to a component, the detent hooks being connected in one piece with 
the base section and projecting therefrom. 

The detent hooks are flat strips, see figure 3. 

The detent hooks are bent at right-angles from the base section. 

The base section forms a rigid frame and before bending, the detent hooks are 
arranged in a recess of the frame. 

The gas bag module is integrated into a cover cap. 

Hodac teaches the claimed invention except for a sheet metal carrier plate. 
Enders teaches a carrier plate 10. Based on the teachings of Enders, it would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
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to modify the gas bag module of Hodac to include a carrier plate to provide a rigid 
connection. 

The carrier plate is a punched part and the carrier plate being constructed in one 
piece with the module housing. 

The carrier plate is constructed in one piece with a gas bag holding element. 

The carrier plate is constructed in one piece with a gas generator holding 
element. 

The gas generator is provided and the carrier plate is constructed in one piece 
with the gas generator. 

The carrier plate is a separate component and is firmly connected with another 
component of the gas bag module. 

The carrier plate forms a horn contact. 

The cover cap has side walls projecting from a front wall and flaps arranged 
pivotably on the side walls are provided and the carrier plate is connected with the 
flaps. 

With respect to the plate being sheet metal, it would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have the carrier 
plate made of metal to provide strength, since it has been held to be within the general 
skill of a worker in the art to select a known material on the basis of its suitability for 
the intended use as a matter of obvious design choice. 
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Conclusion 



3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Faye M. Fleming whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6672. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (9:00-5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paul Dickson can be reached on (571) 272-6669. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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